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UNIT 6: SPACE & TECHNOLOGY

Lesson 6a – Reading (Page 83)  

1. OBJECTIVES
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to…

1.1. Language knowledge & skills
- learn vocabulary for and talk about Life in space: zero gravity, science experiment, solar system
- practise reading for gist and specific information

1.2. Competences

- improve Ss’ communication, collaboration, analytical, and critical thinking skills

1.3. Attributes  
- have more interest in science and technology. 


- develop their patriotism, kindness, honesty, and intercultural understanding.
2. TEACHING AIDS AND MATERIALS
- Teacher’s aids: Student’s Book and Teacher’s Book, Class CDs, projector / interactive whiteboard / TV (if any), IWB (Phần mềm tương tác trực quan), PowerPoint slides

- Students’ aids: Student’s Book, notebook
3. ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE 
	Performance Tasks
	Performance Products
	Assessment Tools

	- Listen and number the words or phrases.
- Listen and read for gist.

- Read for specific information.
- Express their ideas of living in space.
- learn and find out information about the first Vietnamese and British people to go into space.
	- Ss’ answers

- Ss’ answers
- Ss’ answers

- Ss’ answers/ performance
- Ss’ answers/ performance
	- T’s feedback

- T’s feedback

- T’s feedback
- T’s feedback/Peers’ feedback

- T’s feedback/Peers’ feedback


4. PROCEDURES 
A. Warm-up: (5 minutes)
a) Objective: to introduce the new lesson and get students' attention at the beginning of the class.
b) Content: words and phrases relating to Life in space
c) Expected outcomes: Ss can have a chance to get familiar with the sounds of the speaker and have some ideas about life in space.
d) Organisation of the activity:

	Teacher’s activities
	Students’ activities

	Listen and number the words or phrases in the order you hear.

· ___ beautiful

· ___ zero gravity

· ___ difficult

· ___ science experiments

· ___ astronauts

· ___ interesting

· ___ space station

· ___ wonderful

· ___ solar system

· ___ amazing

- Explain the task and play the recording once or twice for Ss to listen and complete the task.

- Elicit answers from Ss and check their answers.

	- Listen to T and do the task.
- Check their answers.

Answer Key

· _8_ beautiful

· _6_ zero gravity

· _3_ difficult

· _5_ science experiments

· _1_ astronauts

· _4_ interesting

· _2_ space station

· _10_ wonderful

· _9_ solar system

· _7_ amazing




B. New lessons (35 minutes)

1. Pre-reading: 10 minutes

     a. Objectives: to introduce the topic of the reading.

b. Content: Exercise 5 

c. Expected outcomes: Ss can have some general ideas about life in space.
d. Organisation:

	Teacher’s activities
	Students’ activities

	1. Thinking about life in space

- Ask Ss to look at the pictures, read the title of the text, and elicit what the writer thinks about life in space. T may note down Ss’ ideas on the board for later check.
	- Look at the pictures, read the title of the text, and give their ideas in front of the class when invited.

	2. Pre-teaching Vocabulary

- Teach Ss new words.

+ zero gravity /ˈzɪərəʊ ˈɡrævəti/ (phr): tình trạng không trọng lực

+ science experiment /ˈsaɪəns ɪkˈsperɪmənt/ (phr): thí nghiệm khoa học
+ solar system /ˈsəʊlər ˈsɪstəm/  (n): hệ mặt trời
- Ask Ss to read the text and underline the words above.

- Get Ss to guess their meanings in the context first, then explain the meanings of the words.

- Ask Ss to listen and repeat chorally and individually.

- Check if Ss remember the words.
	- Listen to T and take notes.

- Read the text and underline the words.

- Guess the meaning of new vocabulary in the context, then listen to T and take notes.

- Listen and repeat chorally and individually.

- Answer T.


       
2. While – reading: 15 minutes

       
2.1. Read for gist: 5 minutes

       a. Objectives: to help Ss to read for gist.
       b. Content: Exercise 5
c. Expected outcomes: Ss can read and check their predictions of the writer’s thoughts about life in space. 
       d. Organisation: 
	Teacher’s activities
	Students’ activities

	Listen and read to check what the writer thinks about life in space.
- Play the recording for Ss to check their answer.

- Ask some Ss to tell the class their answers.
	- Listen and read to check their predictions.

- Give their answers when invited.

Suggested Answer Key

The writer thinks that life in space is difficult and interesting.


      
2.2. Read for specific information (multiple choice): 10 minutes

a. Objectives: to help Ss to practise reading for details.

b. Content: Task 6

c. Expected outcomes: Ss can improve their reading skills in terms of reading for key information.
d. Organisation: 

	Teacher’s activities
	Students’ activities

	Read the text. For questions (1-5), choose the correct options (A, B, C or D).
- Give Ss time to read the questions and answer choices and then read the text again and complete the task.

- Check Ss’ answers.
	- Do the task.
- Check their answers.

Answer Key

1.  D
2. C
3. B
4. D
5. A


        3. Post-reading: 10 minutes 

a. Objectives: To help Ss expand the topic and develop critical thinking skills.

b. Content: Exercise 7 & Culture Spot
c. Expected outcomes: Ss can compare life in space with life on Earth; know more about Phạm Tuân, the first Vietnamese person to go into space, and find out information about the first person from the UK to go into space.
d. Organisation:

	Teacher’s activities
	Students’ activities

	7. Talk about the differences between life on Earth and life in space.

- Explain the task and read out the example

exchange.

- Give Ss time to complete the task.

- Ask some pairs to share their answers with

the class.
	- Listen to T.

- Work in pairs to complete the task.

- Speak in front of the class when invited.

Suggested Answer Key
A: … How do you think eating and drinking are different in space?

B: I think it can be difficult to eat in space because there’s no gravity. I think they prepare special foods to eat and they drink with a straw. What about entertainment?

A: I think they read books, listen to music or enjoy the view and take pictures. How do you think taking a shower is different in space?

B: I don’t think people can take a shower in space. There is zero gravity, so water can’t move. How do you think exercising is different?

A: I think it’s easier to exercise in space because there isn’t any gravity, so you can move easier. Do you think doing experiments is different in space?

B: Yes. I think it’s more difficult because they have to be very careful. Otherwise, their experiments can float away!

	Culture Spot

- Ask Ss to read the information in the box.

- Give Ss time to research online and find out

about the first person in the UK to go into space and then tell the class about it.
	- Read information about Phạm Tuân.

- Work in groups to search for information about the first person in the UK to go into space. Then tell the class when invited.

Suggested Answer Key

Helen Sharman was the first British person to go into space. It happened on 18th May 1991, and she was in space for almost 8 days. She spent time on a space station doing science experiments. She came back to Earth on 26th May.

	Video

- Play the video for Ss to watch. Then ask questions to consolidate information from the video.
	- Watch the video and answer the questions.


C. Consolidation and homework assignment: 5 minutes

1. Consolidation

- Vocabulary: zero gravity, science experiment, solar system
2. Homework assignment

- Learn by heart the vocabularies and make sentences using them. 

- Do the exercises in Tiếng Anh 8 Right on! Notebook (page 53)
- Prepare for the next lesson: Lesson 6b - Grammar (page 84, SB).

5. REFLECTION 

a.  What I liked most about this lesson today:

…………………………………………………………………………………………

b. What I learned from this lesson today: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

c.    What I should improve for this lesson next time: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

