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Exercise 1: Read the texts. What is the common topic of all four?
[bookmark: _Hlk157590137]a. Population
b. Extinction
c. Large creatures. 
Exercise 2: Match the statements with texts A–D. You can choose each text more than once. 
1. reports the discovery of a record-breaking extinct species. 
2. gives an example of a link between climate and extinction. 
3. talks about the man-made destruction of a natural habitat. 
4. explains what has happened to two groups of the same species. 
5. talks about a misconception concerning a threatened species. 
6. explains the meaning of a species' name. 
7. explains that a rival species is responsible for the problem in question. 
8. talks about a species that has faced extinction twice. 
9. reports on a selfish reason to find a particular species.
Exercise 3: Read the article again. Are the statements True or False?
1. Wild dogs are currently threatening the Tasmanian devil. 
2. It is unlikely that the Tasmanian devil will survive. 
3. The bee's natural home in Indonesia has been almost completely destroyed. 
4. For the survival of the bee, people shouldn't find out where it lives. 
5. The Dreadnoughtus dinosaur probably ate very little considering its enormous size. 
6. Other Dreadnoughtus dinosaurs might have been bigger than the one discovered in Argentina. 
7. The red squirrel has no hope of surviving. 
8. The grey squirrel does not die from the illness it carries. 
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on the Australian mainland too, where it was widesprea. The devis extinction there 3,000 years
g0 was likely due to increasingly ciy conditons with ite ain to support pant and animal lfe
The Tasmanian popuiation survived because of the wetter conditions and also because the dingo —
anatve" Australian wild dog —was unable to each the island and hurt the Tasmanin devil

Early European settlers" considered Tesmanian devls a danger o thir farm arimels and in 1830,
a plan was introduced to remove then from the iskand. or over 100 ears, devils were caught and
Killd, and their extinction was inminent. But the populaton recovered afer a 1941 aw began to
protect them.For ver fify years,al was wel, util  disease epidemic* had 2 severs impact o the
populaton, causing it to shink considerably. The Tasmanian devi is now an endangered species,

(B) e workds s bee, thought o be xtine, b been
discovered by scientists ina group of Indonesianislands. Now,
there is some hope for the survival of the species. However, it
i threatened by deforestation - the region where the bees live
lostseven percent ofis trees between 2001 and 2017.

Part of the funding for the expediion” to find the bee was
provided by Global Wildife Conservation. In 2017, this
organisation began a_workdwide search for twenty five
species that have been lost”for at least a decade, including
a pink headed duckand atree kangaroo.

‘Though it is an exciting discovery, scientists wory that there
‘may be a new threat. In 2018, a sample of the bee was sold on
eBayfor §9,100. They are concered that people may atrempt
to find the bees for profit =
To protect them, the exact
Tocation of the discovery has
not been revealed. The team
plans 10 return to the island
to do more research soon.

© e et spire s bocn almstently civen ovt o imos
l of England and Wales afer the infoduction o e grey scpirel
fom North America in the nineteenth centuy. Environmenialisis
and natue lovers are caling for a natfonwide reducfion in the
number o grey squinels In order o prevent he fofl exiinclion of
the naiive red. There are esiimated fo be [ust 15,000 reds left
in Englond, compared fo a massive 2.5 millon grey squirek.
Alhough experis once believed fhaf the aggressive grey scpirtel
was able fo oufcompele the genfler red in fhe bafle for food
and habifs, many are now convinced that the decisive faclor

mainland ()~ the largest part of a country separate from
the islands around it
native (acj) ~ plents or animals that are from a particular area

and were not brought there
settler (n) ~ a person who goes to live in a new country
or colony

and as the disease cannot be cured,there are serious concerns abot it continued suvival.
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Prebistoric Giant
Revealed

An enormous species of
dinosaur,  which  weighed
more than a Boeing 737, has
been found by scientst, who
claim the beast was o lrge it would have feared nothing’ Named
Dreadnoughtus Schrani,after the dreadnought battleships of the
arly twentieth century,the hebivore would have done ltte other
than at in order to support ts vast® body. Measurements of its
fossilsed bones suggest that the long-extinct creature measured
twenty-six metresin length and weighed about sixty-fe tonnes.
“The ancient remains unearthed in Argentina represent by far the
most complete skeleton ever recovered of a super-massve herbivore
from a group knownas the titanosaurs. Although partal skeletons
of potentially larger cousins have previously been found, the find
‘makes Dreadnoughtus thelargestland animal fo which a body size
can be accurately estimated. Examination of the 77-nillion-year-old
specimen* suggests it may not even have been fully grown at the
time it did.

in thir disappearance was actualy a vicHke ifection caried
by the greys and passed on fo fhe reds. The virus is probably
responsible fo the deciine of
the red squirel over a long
peiiod of fime and now fhe
ace is on fo see whelher
envionmental groups and
scienfss_can save what
remains of the populafion.

epidemic (n) - a discase that affects a large number of
people/animals and spreads quickly

expedition (n) - a journey made for a particular purpose
vast (acf) - extremely large

specimen (n) - single plant or animal which is an example
of & particular species
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