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I. LISTENING
· The listening section is in FOUR parts. The recordings of Part 1 and Part 2 will be played ONCE only, and the recordings of Part 3 and Part 4 will be played TWICE. At the start of each recording, you will hear a sound.
· There will be a piece of music at the beginning and at the end of the listening section. You will have TWO minutes to check your answers at the end of the listening section.
· All the other instructions are included in the recording.

Part 1. Listen to a conversation between Linsey Davis and Andrew Hessel about synthetic biology ONCE and do the tasks that follow.
(Adapted from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j8MjCTXo0z0)
For questions 1-5, decide whether each of the following statements is True (T), False (F), or Not Given (NG) according to what you hear. Write T, F, or NG in the corresponding numbered boxes provided.
1. The interviewer says synthetic biology avoids the use of computers.
2. Synthetic biology seeks to make biology more straightforward to engineer.
3. The Covid vaccine was designed over several months using these tools.
4. The speakers claim synthetic biology will soon change traditional medical training.
5. Andrew suggests the technology may influence medicine and food production later.

For questions 6-10, decide whether the following are mentioned by only one of the speakers, or by both of them. In the corresponding numbered boxes provided,
	write			L 	for Linsey Davis;
				A	for Andrew Hessel
				B	for Both of the speakers
6. The barrier posed by highly specialised scientific language
7. The catastrophic misuse of synthetic biology by a malicious person or group
8. The need for round-the-clock regulatory oversight
9. Cell-based innovation across medicine, food and materials
10. The promising future of synthetic biology
Your answers:
	1. 
	2. 
	3. 
	4. 
	5. 

	6. 
	7. 
	8. 
	9. 
	10. 


Part 2. Listen to a talk about the reason why we don’t get our drinking water from the ocean ONCE and do the tasks that follow.
(Adapted from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jdOjB0j329g)
For questions 11-12, choose TWO letters from A-E to indicate TWO true statements about the effects of drinking seawater. Write your answers in the corresponding numbered boxes provided.
A. Body cells maintain balanced ion levels across their surrounding membranes.
B. Seawater contains roughly twice the salt concentration found in blood.
C. Cells absorb extra water to reduce pressure after seawater intake.
D. Kidneys need additional freshwater to eliminate excess salt effectively.
E. Drinking seawater improves hydration before serious symptoms eventually develop.
For questions 13-15, choose THREE letters from A-G to indicate THREE true statements about seawater desalination. Write your answers in the corresponding numbered boxes provided.
A. Aristotle outlined two desalination approaches that still remain in use.
B. Ancient Greek sailors depended mainly on pressure-based membrane desalination at sea.
C. Reverse osmosis forces seawater through a membrane using applied pressure.
D. Water scarcity is expected to affect only traditionally arid countries.
E. By 2050, eighty-seven nations may be classified as water scarce.
F. The largest desalination plant in 2022 relied entirely on solar power.
G. Brine disposal is harmless when released back into natural waters.
For questions 16-20, write the letter A, B, C or D in the corresponding numbered boxes provided to indicate the correct answer to each of the following questions according to what is stated or implied by the speaker.
16. Why is reverse osmosis widely regarded as more promising?
A. It is cheaper, older, and easier to repair.
B. It is cleaner, simpler, and entirely renewable.
C. It is efficient, cleaner, and increasingly adopted.
D. It is faster, safer, and completely waste-free.
17. What does the speaker suggest about future desalination development?
A. Research should prioritise scaling renewable-powered systems economically.
B. Governments should replace wastewater recycling with seawater treatment.
C. Thermal plants should remain the dominant global solution.
D. Synthetic membranes have already solved sustainability concerns.
18. Why is wastewater presented as a useful freshwater source?
A. It contains more salt than seawater overall.
B. It can be purified with lower energy input.
C. It requires no filtration before human use.
D. It produces more water than desalination plants.
19. Why does the speaker advise against eating protein-rich food?
A. It speeds salt absorption throughout the bloodstream.
B. It raises body temperature during severe dehydration.
C. It demands water the body cannot spare.
D. It prevents the kidneys from producing urine.
20. What is the speaker’s purpose in the final examples?
A. To mock unrealistic survival advice commonly repeated
B. To recommend only conventional methods of rehydration
C. To show animal fluids are superior to rainwater
D. To stress that survival may require unpleasant choices

Your answers:
	11. 
	12. 
	13. 
	14. 
	15. 

	16. 
	17. 
	18. 
	19. 
	20. 



Part 3. For questions 21-25, listen to part of a talk about some tips for cutting back on ultra-processed foods TWICE and answer each of the following questions with NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS taken from the recording. Write your answers in the corresponding spaces provided.
21. Besides breads and yogurts, what kind of foods can also be less obvious ultra-processed items?
____________________________________________________
22. What may a diet high in ultra-processed food cause?
____________________________________________________
23. What provides the explanation for the burger bun’s long shelf life?
____________________________________________________
24. What can replace ready-mixed stir-fry sauces?
____________________________________________________
25. What has become less strong for the speaker?
____________________________________________________
(Adapted from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gEgTjDngM8)
Part 4. For questions 26-35, listen to part of a talk about an infection called meningitis TWICE, and complete the following summary with only NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS taken from the recording for each space. Write your answers in the corresponding numbered boxes provided. 
Meningitis is an inflammation affecting the fluids and lining around the brain, and it may also cause blood poisoning known as (26) __________. The infection can be transmitted through tiny droplets in the air, but also through close contact such as kissing or sharing a (27) __________. Around 10% of people may carry the virus or bacteria without showing any signs of illness.
Typical symptoms include a high fever, vomiting, a headache, and sometimes (28) __________ that does not fade under a glass test. Other warning signs include a stiff neck, sensitivity to (29) __________, drowsiness, unresponsiveness, and seizures. These early symptoms are sometimes confused with a cold, flu, or even a (30) __________.
There are two forms of meningitis: viral and bacterial. Viral meningitis often improves without major treatment, whereas bacterial meningitis is far more serious and can cause major (31) __________. Young adults, especially university students, may be more at risk because of social contact and (32) __________ living conditions. 
Vaccination is offered at different stages of life, but many of today’s (33) __________ were not vaccinated against meningitis B, which causes about 80% of infections. The simplest way to confirm vaccination status is by checking (34) __________.
Anyone worried about exposure may be given (35) __________, but the most important thing is to seek help quickly because the disease can develop very quickly.
(Adapted from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYbNbd0IKUw) 
Your answers:
	26. 
	27. 

	28. 
	29. 

	30. 
	31. 

	32. 
	33. 

	34. 
	35. 



II. READING 
II.1. LANGUAGE IN USE 
Part 1. For questions 36-40, read the passage below and decide which answer (A, B, C, or D) best fits each space. Write the letter A, B, C, or D in the corresponding numbered boxes provided.
Historically, (36)______, often used to narrate stories, communicate messages, or commemorate historical events. These vibrant artworks, whether adorning public buildings, streets, or private venues, (37)______. While certain murals are meticulously crafted and thoughtfully planned, others emerge spontaneously, showcasing the artist's creativity and the character of their surroundings. 
The positioning of a mural significantly shapes its influence and interpretation. Some artists strategically select sites of cultural or political relevance, (38)______. Conversely, others may opt for secluded or remote locales, where their works, though potentially less visible, convey profound and intimate messages. 
Moreover, the artistic style employed in a mural plays a crucial role in its reception. Some artists adopt a realistic technique that captures events or figures with meticulous accuracy, while others explore abstract or symbolic aesthetics (39)______. This stylistic dichotomy can be pronounced, as certain murals aim to document reality, while others (40)______. 
(Adapted from Huffpost)
36. 	A. murals have served as a significant medium for artistic expression	
B. murals having served as a significant medium for artistic expression	
C. murals serving as a significant medium for artistic expression	
D. murals having been served as a significant medium for artistic expression
37. 	A. arouse audiences and suppress a spectrum of emotions	
B. captivate audiences and elicit a spectrum of emotions
C. repel audiences and display a spectrum of emotions
D. provoke audiences and construct a spectrum of emotions
38. 	A. compromising artistic vision and practical constraints
B. allowing the mural to engage with the local community
C. designing to be accessible to a wide audience, irrespective of location	
D. facing criticism regarding its interaction with urban landscapes
39. 	A. which have seen a shift to critical roles	B. to adapt to their techniques	
C. that invite varied interpretations		D. depending on the viewer’s background
40. 	A. are seeking to inspire reflection and challenging established viewpoints
B. seek to inspire reflection and challenge established viewpoints	
C. have sought inspiration and challenged viewpoints	
D. aiming to inspire reflection and challenging established viewpoints
Your answers:
	36.
	37.
	38.
	39.
	40.



Part 2. For questions 41-45, read the passage below and decide which answer (A, B, C, or D) best fits each space. Write the letter A, B, C, or D in the corresponding numbered boxes provided.
Maternity leave is not a holiday. It is not a break, a sabbatical, a retreat, a period of (41)______. It is not “checking out”, time off, a gap year, a lull, a hiatus, or a breather. It is not “a stop-off on the side of the road during life’s long journey”. 
Maternity leave is a legally (42)______ and protected period of time given to a mother to recover from the physical ordeal of childbirth (if she has given birth), care for and bond with her baby. It is not even, for many women, a “career break”, because if you work freelance, have your own business, work casually, are the higher earner, have a partner who takes the (43)______ of the leave, or work in a career where there is pressure to return, you may not take very long at all. 
Nor is paternity leave – two measly weeks! – or parental leave any of the above. Many dads face the gendered notion that they aren’t really needed at the beginning, so shouldn’t require the time away. The notion that parental leave is far less demanding than your usual paid role is a damaging (44)______ that many parents still encounter in the workplace. Some even view it as merely (45)______ rather than a period of intense responsibility.
(Adapted from The Guardian)
41. 	A. relief		B. respite		C. leisure		D. relaxation 
42. 	A. compelled	B. enforced		C. mandated		D. imposed
43. 	A. majority		B. bulk		C. mass		D. core
44. 	A. assumption	B. implication	C. speculation	D. presumption
45. 	A. a walk in the park			B. a blessing in disguise		
C. a shot in the dark			D. a storm in a teacup
Your answers:
	41.
	42.
	43.
	44.
	45.


Part 3. For questions 46-50, complete the passage by filling in each space with one of the words given in the box in its correct form. There are FOUR extra words, and the first one, (0), has been done as an example. Write your answers in the corresponding numbered boxes provided.
	PERSUADE
	ROOT
	ORDINARY
	ACCOUNT
	LOGIC

	IDEA
	ADDICT
	WAKE
	FAITH
	USE


Is hypnosis a mystification or an (0)______ way of treating many diseases? The fact that a hypnotized individual will follow the hypnotist's commands to perform even the most (46)______ actions has always excited both the psychologists and their clients eager for getting rid of different ailments, be it mental or physical, by means of responding to (47)______ suggestions while in the altered state of consciousness. 
This trance may usually be evoked by repeating monotonous commands thus introducing an individual into a subconscious sphere of his personality, which in the state of full (48)______ may be suppressed or concealed. A hypnotized person appears to be more responsive to imposed orders and more motivated to disclose his (49)______ anxieties and worries. Controversial though this approach may seem to be, it does contribute to curing people of their emotional distresses in the manner of positive suggestions. Hypnosis can facilitate establishing a more profound contact with a patient's emotional life even reviving the forgotten events from a remote past where the root cause of affliction may originate from. It doesn't necessarily aim at confronting the psychological problems only. Hypnosis can also be of great assistance in treating various (50)______, alleviating various kinds of pains or even fighting skin diseases.
Your answers:
	0. ideal
	46. 
	47. 

	48. 
	49. 
	50. 



Part 4. The passage below contains SIX grammatical mistakes. The first one, (0), has been identified. For questions 51-55, UNDERLINE the remaining FIVE mistakes and WRITE THEIR CORRECT FORMS in the numbered boxes provided as the example (0).
       In Antarctica, one of our planet’s last great wildernesses, a remarkable comeback is taking place. Although the region was once heavily exploited by humans, it is now becoming a place where nature is slowly healing and wildlife is returning.
       In the very same (0) water of the Southern Ocean where whales slaughtered more than 2 million whales during the 20th century, pushing a number of species to brink of extinction, populations are recovering. Humpback whales have been the fastest to bounce on since commercial whaling was banned in 1986, and populations are nearly at pre-whaling levels. Blue whales, the world’s largest animal, have been slower.
        One journalist has recently spoken to two independent researchers undertaking a scientific survey near the South Orkney islands. They recorded to see multiple groups of more than 100 whales, in “remarkable and breathtaking scenes” reminiscent of those described by the first polar explorers. But in the every midst of this comeback a new threat has emerged that is once more pitting whales against humans: industrial trawlers fishing alongside whales for Antarctic krill– the foundation of the Antarctic ecosystem and the main food source for most large Antarctic species.
(Adapted from https://www.theguardian.com)
Your answers:
	0. water  waters
	51.
	52.

	53. 
	54.
	55.



II.2. READING COMPREHENSION
Part 1. For questions 56 – 65, read the following passage and fill in each the numbered spaces with ONE suitable word. Write your answers in the corresponding numbered boxes provided.
      The conventional wisdom surrounding weight loss appears elegantly simple: increase physical activity, expend more energy, and body weight will inevitably decline. Yet an expanding body of scientific research suggests that this equation is far (56)______ straightforward than commonly assumed. In controlled experiments, exercise frequently produces significantly less weight loss than traditional calorie models predict. Even when individuals introduce consistent aerobic activities—such as walking, jogging, or cycling—into their (57)______ , the average reduction in body weight tends to reach only about 3.5 pounds over six months. Given the substantial commitment of (58)______ time and effort required, these results have long puzzled researchers investigating human metabolism. Part of the explanation is behavioral. Physical exertion often stimulates appetite, making it easier for individuals to unintentionally replace the calories they have burned. However, scientists are increasingly examining a more (59)______ complex physiological process known as energy compensation.
      Recent research suggests that people may burn only about one third of the additional calories their workouts theoretically demand. For example, a run (60)______ to expend 500 calories might increase total daily energy expenditure by merely 165 calories. The body appears to offset increased activity by reducing energy consumption elsewhere. This observation aligns (61)______ the constrained energy expenditure model, which proposes that the human body regulates total daily energy use within a relatively narrow range. When exercise raises energy output, (62)______ processes—such as spontaneous movement, immune activity, or hormonal regulation—may be subtly reduced in order to maintain metabolic (63)______. Notably, these compensatory responses differ among individuals. Some people show little adjustment, while others become metabolically more efficient, enabling their muscles to perform the same physical work while using less fuel. Consequently, modern research increasingly reframes the (64)______ of exercise. Rather than serving primarily as a rapid mechanism for weight loss, physical activity may function more effectively as a stabilizing force that protects long-term (65)______ health.
(Adapted from https://www.nationalgeographic.com)
Your answers:
	56. 
	57. 
	58.
	59.
	60.

	61.
	62.
	63.
	64.
	65.



Part 2. For questions 66–72, rearrange the following sentences from A–H in order to make a complete and meaningful passage. Write your answers (A–H) in the corresponding numbered boxes provided. The first one (0) has been done as an example.
A. Once cooled, these shells are judiciously paired according to size and texture, ensuring consistency in the final product.
B. Renowned for their exquisite appearance and refined taste, macarons have long been emblematic of French culinary sophistication.
C. Ultimately, each macaron represents a harmonious fusion of texture and flavour, rewarding both the artisan who crafted it and the individual who savours it.
D. This esteemed status, however, belies the intricate and exacting process required to produce them successfully.
E. They are then filled with an assortment of sumptuous fillings, ranging from velvety ganache to fragrant fruit preserves.
F. The resulting batter is then transferred into piping bags and dispensed into uniform rounds, which must rest to develop a smooth, dry surface.
G. Subsequently, the shells are baked under carefully controlled conditions, allowing them to rise evenly and form their characteristic “feet.”
H. To commence the procedure, egg whites are meticulously whipped into a stable meringue before being delicately incorporated with finely ground almonds and icing sugar.
(Adapted from What Are Macarons? - France Fact File)
Your answers: 
	0. B
	66.
	67.
	68.
	69.
	70.
	71.
	72.



Part 3. Read the following passage and do the tasks that follow.
TO CATCH A KING
A. Charles Spencer’s latest book, To Catch a King, tells us the story of the hunt for King Charles II in the six weeks after his resounding defeat at the Battle of Worcester in September 1651. And what a story it is. After his father was executed by the Parliamentarians in 1649, the young Charles II sacrificed one of the very principles his father had died for and did a deal with the Scots, thereby accepting Presbyterianism as the national religion in return for being crowned King of Scots. His arrival in Edinburgh prompted the English Parliamentary army to invade Scotland in a pre-emptive strike. This was followed by a Scottish invasion of England. The two sides finally faced one another at Worcester in the west of England in 1651. After being comprehensively defeated on the meadows outside the city by the Parliamentarian army, the 21 year-old king found himself the subject of a national manhunt, with a huge sum offered for his capture. Over the following six weeks he managed, through a series of heart-poundingly close escapes, to evade the Parliamentarians before seeking refuge in France. For the next nine years, the penniless and defeated Charles wandered around Europe with only a small group of loyal supporters.
B. Years later, after his restoration as king, the 50-year-old Charles II requested a meeting with the writer and diarist Samuel Pepys. His intention when asking Pepys to commit his story to paper was to ensure that this most extraordinary episode was never forgotten. Over two three-hour sittings, the king related to him in great detail his personal recollections of the six weeks he had spent as a fugitive. As the king and secretary settled down (a scene that is surely a gift for a future scriptwriter), Charles commenced his story: ‘After the battle was so absolutely lost as to be beyond hope of recovery, I began to think of the best way of saving myself.’ One of the joys of Spencer’s book, a result not least of its use of Charles II’s own narrative as well as those of his supporters, is just how close the reader gets to the action. The day-by- day retelling of the fugitives’ doings provides delicious details: the cutting of the king’s long hair with agricultural shears, the use of walnut leaves to dye his pale skin, and the day Charles spent lying on a branch of the great oak tree in Boscobel Wood as the Parliamentary soldiers scoured the forest floor below. Spencer draws out both the humour – such as the preposterous refusal of Charles’s friend Henry Wilmot to adopt disguise on the grounds that it was beneath his dignity – and the emotional tension when the secret of the king’s presence was cautiously revealed to his supporters.
C. Charles’s adventures after losing the Battle of Worcester hide the uncomfortable truth that whilst almost everyone in England had been appalled by the execution of his father, they had not welcomed the arrival of his son with the Scots army, but had instead firmly bolted their doors. This was partly because he rode at the head of what looked like a foreign invasion force and partly because, after almost a decade of civil war, people were desperate to avoid it beginning again. This makes it all the more interesting that Charles II himself loved the story so much ever after. As well as retelling it to anyone who would listen, causing eye- rolling among courtiers, he set in train a series of initiatives to memorialise it. There was to be a new order of chivalry, the Knights of the Royal Oak. A series of enormous oil paintings depicting the episode were produced, including a two-metre-wide canvas of Boscobel Wood and a set of six similarly enormous paintings of the king on the run. In 1660, Charles II commissioned the artist John Michael Wright to paint a flying squadron of cherubs carrying an oak tree to the heavens on the ceiling of his bedchamber. It is hard to imagine many other kings marking the lowest point in their life so enthusiastically, or indeed pulling off such an escape in the first place.
D. Charles Spencer is the perfect person to pass the story on to a new generation. His pacey, readable prose steers deftly clear of modern idioms and elegantly brings to life the details of the great tale. He has even-handed sympathy for both the fugitive king and the fierce republican regime that hunted him, and he succeeds in his desire to explore far more of the background of the story than previous books on the subject have done. Indeed, the opening third of the book is about how Charles II found himself at Worcester in the first place, which for some will be reason alone to read To Catch a King. The tantalising question left, in the end, is that of what it all meant. Would Charles II have been a different king had these six weeks never happened? The days and nights spent in hiding must have affected him in some way. Did the need to assume disguises, to survive on wit and charm alone, to use trickery and subterfuge to escape from tight corners help form him? This is the one area where the book doesn’t quite hit the mark. Instead its depiction of Charles II in his final years as an ineffective, pleasure-loving monarch doesn’t do justice to the man (neither is it accurate), or to the complexity of his character. But this one niggle aside, To Catch a King is an excellent read, and those who come to it knowing little of the famous tale will find they have a treat in store.
(Adapted from Cambridge IELTS 17, test 1)

For questions 73–79, decide whether each of the following statements is True (T), False (F) or Not Given (NG). Write T, F, or NG in the corresponding numbered boxes provided.
73. Charles II renounced one of his father’s key beliefs to gain the Scottish crown.
74. The Battle of Worcester ended without a decisive winner.
75. Charles II received financial support from foreign countries during his exile in Europe.
76. Charles chose Pepys for the task because he considered him to be trustworthy.
77. Charles’s personal recollection of the escape lacked sufficient detail.
78. Charles indicated to Pepys that he had planned his escape before the battle.
79. The inclusion of Charles’s account is a positive aspect of the book.
Your answers: 
	73.
	74.
	75.
	76.
	77.
	78.
	79.



For questions 80–87, choose from the sections (A–D). The sections may be selected more than once. Write the letter A, B, C, or D in the corresponding numbered boxes provided.
Which section ______?
80. a reference to the deliberate modification of the king’s physical appearance to evade recognition
81. an account of public reluctance to endorse Charles II’s return despite sympathy for his father
82. an evaluation of the author’s stylistic approach and narrative effectiveness
83. mention of a substantial monetary inducement offered for the king’s apprehension
84. an explanation of the measures taken to preserve the king’s recollections for posterity
85. examples of commemorative artistic or symbolic representations inspired by the episode
86. a critical observation regarding the portrayal of Charles II in the concluding part of the book
87. a juxtaposition of light-hearted and suspenseful elements within the escape narrative
Your answers: 
	80.
	81.
	82.
	83.
	84.
	85.
	86.
	87.



Part 4. Read the following passage and do the tasks that follow.
Florida Police Arrest Influencer Clavicular
1. The social media influencer known as Clavicular has been arrested in Florida on battery charges. Braden Eric Peters, who maintains a controversial online presence among “manosphere” circles as a so-called “looksmaxxer”, was taken into custody on a warrant issued by the Osceola county sheriff’s office, according to local jail records and media reports.
2. The Osceola county sheriff’s office had asked Fort Lauderdale police for assistance in arresting Peters, who investigators accused of instigating a fight between his girlfriend and another 19-year-old woman in February at a Kissimmee short-term rental. [I]  According to the sheriff’s office, Peters and his 24-year-old girlfriend, Violet Marie Lentz, are suspected of involvement in an attack on the woman. Authorities alleged he later posted the violence on social media to exploit the two women, NBC Miami reports. [II]
3. “Neither Peters nor Lentz came out of the residence to speak to deputies about the incident when they arrived at the house to investigate,” the sheriff’s office said in a statement, according to the outlet. It added that “detectives from the Osceola sheriff’s office completed their investigation after reviewing videos and talking with witnesses” – and that Lentz had been arrested on a misdemeanor battery charge as well as booked into the Broward county jail alongside Peters. [III]
4. Word of Peters’ arrest spread amid mounting online backlash against him over a video that recently surfaced and appeared to show him firing a gun at a dead alligator in Florida. Despite not naming Peters explicitly, state wildlife officials acknowledged the clip in question, saying they were “aware of a video depicting individuals in the Everglades on an airboat who appear to be discharging firearms at an alligator”. [IV]  They added: “[Florida fish and wildlife conservation commission] officers are looking into the incident and will provide additional information when available.”
5. Highly popular on the livestreaming platform Kick, Peters has made a name for himself with provocative and often polarizing content. Such content includes allegedly running over a pedestrian with his Tesla Cybertruck, as well as being seen publicly with Andrew Tate – a self-proclaimed “misogynist influencer” – and Nick Fuentes, a white nationalist commentator.
(Adapted from The Guardian: https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/mar/27/clavicular-arrested-florida-battery-charges)

For questions 88-94, write A, B, C, or D in the corresponding numbered boxes provided to indicate the answer which fits best according to what is stated or implied in the passage.
88. What is the primary purpose of the first two paragraphs? 
A. To provide a comprehensive biography of Braden Eric Peters’ career. 
B. To outline the specific legal circumstances leading to Peters' detention. 
C. To critique the "manosphere" subculture that Peters represents. 
D. To detail the collaborative efforts of various Florida law enforcement agencies.
89. The phrase "so-called" in the first paragraph serves to ____ 
A. express the author’s skepticism regarding the legitimacy of the "looksmaxxer" label. 
B. confirm that Peters has officially trademarked the term for his brand. 
C. suggest that Peters is the only individual using this specific terminology. 
D. emphasize the technical nature of the jargon used in "manosphere" circles.
90. What can be inferred about the interaction between Peters, Lentz, and the police at the Kissimmee rental? 
A. The suspects actively obstructed justice through physical resistance. 
B. The police lacked sufficient evidence to make an arrest on the night of the incident. 
C. A lack of immediate communication from the suspects necessitated a follow-up investigation. 
D. The 19-year-old victim initially refused to press charges against the couple.
91. The mention of the alligator video in the fourth paragraph functions to ______ 
A. provide a separate legal basis for the battery charges in Osceola County. 
B. illustrate a pattern of controversial behavior that has drawn official scrutiny. 
C. prove that Peters has a history of violating Florida's wildlife conservation laws. 
D. explain why Peters chose to move his operations to the Everglades.
92. The author’s description of Peters’ content as "provocative and often polarizing" suggests it is 
A. universally condemned by all viewers on the Kick platform. 
B. designed to elicit strong and conflicting reactions from the public. 
C. focused primarily on educational content regarding luxury vehicles. 
D. intended to bridge the gap between different political ideologies.
93. By referencing Peters’ associations with Andrew Tate and Nick Fuentes, the text ____
A. implies that Peters’ legal troubles are a result of his political affiliations. 
B. situates Peters within a specific, controversial ideological landscape. 
C. suggests that these individuals were involved in the February battery incident. 
D. highlights Peters' transition from social media influencer to political commentator.
94. Where in the passage does the following sentence best fit?
This digital exploitation of real-world conflict appears to be a hallmark of his content strategy, aimed at maximizing engagement through shock value.
A. [I] 			B. [II] 			C. [III] 		D. [IV] 

Your answers:
	88.
	89.
	90.
	91.
	92.
	93.
	94.



For questions 95-100, complete the summary with no more than TWO words taken from the passage for each space. Write your answers in the corresponding numbered boxes provided.
The arrest of Braden Eric Peters, a prominent figure in the (95) __________ known for "looksmaxxing," stems from a violent incident at a rental property. Peters and Violet Marie Lentz are accused of inciting a fight, which Peters allegedly documented to (96) __________ the individuals involved for social media gain. The authorities reached their conclusion after a (97) __________ involving witness testimonies and video evidence.
Parallel to these battery charges, Peters faces intense (98) __________ following the emergence of a video showing the discharge of (99) __________ at wildlife in the Everglades. Although he remains a popular creator on the (100) __________ Kick, his reputation is increasingly defined by his controversial stunts and ties to notorious extremist figures.

Your answers:
	95.
	96.

	97.
	98.

	99.
	100.




Part 5. In the passage below, five paragraphs have been removed. For questions 101-105, read the passage and choose from paragraphs A-G the one which fits each gap. There are TWO extra paragraphs which you do not need to use. Write the letters A-G in the corresponding numbered boxes provided.
Reaching Rock Bottom
I lived in the Coq D’Or quarter for about a year and a half. One day, in summer, I found that I had just four hundred and fifty francs left, and beyond this nothing but thirty-six francs a week, which I earned by giving English lessons. Hitherto I had not thought about the future, but I now realized that I must do something at once. I decided to start looking for a job and took the precaution of paying two hundred francs for a month’s rent in advance. With the other two hundred and fifty francs, besides the English lessons, I could live a month, and in a month, I should probably find work. I aimed at becoming a guide to one of the tourist companies, or perhaps an interpreter. However, a piece of bad luck prevented this.
	101
	


This put an end to my plans of looking for work. I had now got to live at the rate of about six francs a day, and from the start it was too difficult to leave much thought for anything else. It was now that my experiences of poverty began - for six francs a day, if not actual poverty, is on the fringe of it. Six francs is a shilling, and you can live on a shilling a day in Paris if you know how. But it is a complicated business.
	102
	


You come to realize, for instance, the secrecy attaching to poverty. At a sudden stroke you have been reduced to an income of six francs a day. But of course, you dare not admit it - you have got to pretend that you are living quite as usual. From the start it tangles you in a net of lies, and even with the lies you can hardly manage it. You stop sending clothes to the laundry, and the laundress catches you in the street and asks you why; you mumble something, and she, thinking you are sending the clothes elsewhere, is your enemy for life. There are letters you want to answer, and cannot, because stamps are too expensive.
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Living on six francs a day reveals how unstable and vulnerable life can be. Even the smallest mishap can deprive you of your only meal, such as when a bug falls into the milk you have just bought with your last coins, forcing you to throw it away and go hungry. Everyday tasks become sources of fear and anxiety. At the bakery, the possibility of being asked to pay a few extra sous terrifies you because you have no more money, so you rush out in panic to avoid humiliation. Later, at the greengrocer’s, a coin is rejected, and you are once again overwhelmed with shame. Poverty in this situation is not only about lacking food, but also about living in constant insecurity, fear, and embarrassment over the smallest details.
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You discover what it is like to be hungry. With bread and margarine in your belly, you go out and look into the shop windows. Everywhere there is food insulting you in huge, wasteful piles; baskets of hot loaves, great yellow blocks of butter, mountains of potatoes, vast Gruyère cheeses like grindstones. A sniveling self-pity comes over you at the sight of so much food.
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Those weeks were miserable, and worse was coming with the rent due. Yet poverty was not as frightening as expected. Along with hunger and boredom, it brought an odd relief: it erased the future. With almost no money, you stop worrying about tomorrow and think only of getting through today. Hunger dulls fear, and a simple diet numbs anxiety about what lies ahead.
Missing paragraphs:
A. I continued in this style for about three weeks. The forty-seven francs were soon gone, and I had to do what I could on thirty-six francs a week from the English lessons. Being inexperienced, I handled the money badly, and sometimes I was a day without food. When this happened I used to sell a few of my clothes, smuggling them out of the hotel in small packets and taking them to a second-hand shop in the rue de la Montagne St Geneviève.
B. One day there turned up at the hotel a young Italian who called himself a compositor. Madame F. did not like the look of him, and made him pay a week’s rent in advance. The Italian paid the rent and stayed six nights at the hotel. During this time, he managed to prepare some duplicate keys, and on the last night he robbed a dozen rooms, including mine. Luckily, he did not find the money that was in my pockets, so 1 was not left penniless. I was left with just forty-seven francs - that is, seven and tenpence.
C. And then there are your meals - meals are the worst difficulty of all. Every day at meal-times you go out, ostensibly to a restaurant, and loaf an hour in the Luxembourg Gardens, watching the pigeons. Afterwards you smuggle your food home in your pockets. Your food is bread and margarine, and even the nature of the food is governed by lies. You have to buy rye bread instead of household bread, because the rye loaves, though dearer, are round and can be smuggled in your pockets. This wastes you a franc a day. Sometimes, to keep up appearances, you have to spend sixty centimes on a drink, and go correspondingly short of food. Your linen gets filthy, and you run out of soap and razor-blades. Your hair wants cutting, and you try to cut it yourself, with such fearful results that you have to go to the barber after all, and spend the equivalent of a day’s food. All day you are telling lies, and expensive lies.
D. It is altogether curious, your first contact with poverty. You have thought so much about poverty - it is the thing you have feared all your life, the thing you knew would happen to you sooner or later, and it is all so utterly and prosaically different. You thought it would be quite simple; it is extraordinarily complicated. You thought it would be terrible; it is merely squalid and boring. It is the peculiar lowness of poverty that you discover first; the shifts that it puts you to, the complicated meanness, the crust-wiping.
E. I spent a day wandering about our quarter, saying good-bye to everyone. It was on this day that Charlie told me about the death of old Roucolle the miser, who had once lived in the quarter. Very likely Charlie was lying as usual, but it was a good story.
F. You have strayed into a respectable quarter, and you see a prosperous friend coming. To avoid him you dodge into the nearest café. Once in the café you must buy something, so you spend your last fifty centimes on a glass of black coffee with a dead fly in it. One could multiply these disasters by the hundred. They are part of the process of being hard up.
G. And there is another feeling that is a great consolation in poverty. I believe everyone who has been hard up has experienced it. It is a feeling of relief, almost of pleasure, at knowing yourself at last genuinely down and out. You have talked so often of going to the dogs—and well, here are the dogs, and you have reached them, and you can stand it. It takes off a lot of anxiety.
(Excerpted from “Down and Out in Paris and London”  by George Orwell)

Your answers:
	101.
	102.
	103.
	104.
	105.




III. WRITING 
Part 1. The table provides information about labour force participation and unemployment rates in five Southeast Asian countries in 2023. 
Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make comparisons where relevant. You should write between 150 and 200 words. 
[image: ]
(Adapted from https://data.unicef.org/resources/dataset/the-state-of-the-worlds-children-2024-statistical-tables/) 
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Part 2. Write an essay of at least 300 words on the following topic.
“Parents should have the final authority in deciding their children’s university major because they have more life experience and a better understanding of career prospects.”
To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement? Provide specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
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(You may write overleaf if you need more space.)
Great appreciation to authors of published works of which adaptations have been made in this test paper!
- THE END -
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Labour force participation rate (%)

Unemployment rate (%)

Countries Male Female Male Female
Rural | Urban | Total | Rural | Urban | Total | Rural | Urban | Total | Rural | Urban | Total
1 |Cambodia 88 83 86 77 69 74 0 1 0 0 1 0
2 |Malaysia 83 82 82 45 58 56 2 5 3 3 5 4
3 |Singapore 76 79 78 60 63 62 2 3 3 2 4 3
4 |Thailand 77 76 77 59 62 61 1 1 1 1 1 1
5 |VietNam 81 70 77 72 62 68 1 3 2 1 2 2
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I. LISTENING      The listening section is in  FOUR   parts. The recordings of Part 1 and Part 2 will be  played  ONCE   only, and the recordings of Part 3 and Part 4 will be played  TWICE . At  the start of each recording, you will hear a sound.      There will be a piece of music at the beginning and at the end of the listening section.  You will have  TWO   minutes to check your answers at the end of the listening section.      All the other instructions are included in the recording.     Part 1.  Listen to a conversation between Linsey Davis and Andrew Hessel about synthetic  biology ONCE and do the tasks that follow.   (Adapted from  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j8MjCTXo0z0 )   For questions 1 - 5, decide whether each of the following statements is True  (T) , False   (F),   or Not Given  (NG)   according to what you hear. Write  T, F,  or   NG   in the corresponding  numbered boxes provided.   1. The interviewer says synthetic biology avoids the use of computers.   2. Synthetic biology seeks to make biology more straightforward to engineer.   3. The Covid vaccine was designed over several months using these tools.   4. The speakers claim synthetic biology will soon change traditional medical training.   5. Andrew suggests the technology may influence medicine and food production later.     For questions 6 - 10, decide whether the following are mentioned by only one of the speakers,  or by both of them. In the corresponding numbered boxes provided,     write       L    for Linsey Davis;           A   for Andrew Hessel           B   for Both of the speakers   6. The barrier posed by highly specialised scientific language   7. The catastrophic misuse of synthetic biology by a malicious person or group   8. The need for round - the - clock regulatory oversight   9. Cell - based innovation across medicine, food and materials   10. The promising future of synthetic biology   Your answers:  

1.   2.   3.   4.   5.   

6.   7.   8.   9.   10.   

