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CỤM THPT HUYỆN LỤC NAM
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A. PHẦN TRẮC NGHIỆM (70 điểm)

( Listening.  

Part 1. You are going to listen to a recording about someone giving advice on how to ask their boss for a pay rise. Listen and choose the correct answer A, B, C or D to each question. You will hear the recording TWICE. 

Question 1:  The key factor when asking for a pay rise is __________.

A. voicing your demands in a convincing way.

B. making it clear you feel undervalued. 

C. proving you are an asset in the business. 

D. comparing yourself to the rest of the staff. 

Question 2:  If you have any failings, you should __________.

A. check that no one knows about them. 

B. put them right gradually so that it is not too obvious. 

C. accentuate your strengths, such as punctuality. 

D. make sure your boss likes you as a person. 

Question 3:  When preparing what to say in your salary negotiation, __________.

A. put yourself in your superior's shoes. 

B. do not forget that you really need that extra money. 

C. make a list of all the points in your favor. 

D. focus on what you can do for the company in the future. 

Question 4:  What should you do if your boss raises objections to your pay rise? 

A. pre-empt them by raising them yourself and giving a counter argument 

B. make sure you can quote company rules to him or her 

C. appreciate that your boss is only doing his or her job 

D. accept any offer as it is better than nothing 

Question 5:  During salary negotiations, it is important to __________.

A. mention that the company is very successful. 

B. ensure your boss is aware that you are taking these negotiations seriously.

C. arrange to see your boss early in the day when he or she is fresh. 

D. try not to put your boss in an awkward position. 

Part 2. You will hear part of a discussion in which two educationalists, David Shaw and Anoushka Patel, talk about education standards in the UK. Listen and choose the answer A, B, C or D to each question. You will hear the recording TWICE. 

Question 6:  What criticism does Anoushka make of primary school education? 
A. It has remained the same for too long. 
B. The teachers are inadequately prepared. 
C. It is not sufficiently varied. 
D. Pupils no longer find it enjoyable. 
Question 7:  According to the statistics David quotes, the secondary school exam results pupils achieve __________.
A. have caused the national average to fall dramatically. 
B. cannot be directly compared to those of foreign pupils. 
C. do not reflect the true level of education in the UK. 
D. can be accurately predicted when they leave primary school. 
Question 8:  Anoushka says that pupils who perform poorly do so because 
A. they lack the ability to concentrate in class. 
B. education is not a top priority for them. 
C. teachers are unable to provide them with enough attention. 
D. it is impossible for their parents to buy books. 
Question 9:  David claims that universities are guilty of __________.
A. ignoring the advice given by the Department of Education. 
B. making it easier for students to get good degrees. 
C. accepting too many applications from school leavers. 
D. exaggerating the quality of teaching they offer. 
Question 10: Anoushka makes the point that universities in the UK __________.
A. have adapted to meet the needs of society. 
B. should not have to answer questions about their policies. 
C. have maintained a traditional approach to education. 
D. are still considered to be the best in the world.
Part 3. You will hear part of a radio interview with a psychologist about friendship. Circle the answer A, B, C or D which fits best according to what you hear. 

Question 11: According to the presenter, __________.

A. we have to adjust our friendships as our lives change

B. new books are being written to teach people how to manage friendships

C. it’s almost impossible to keep childhood friends for life

D. the most important friends are childhood friends

Question 12: Barbara warns that foul-weather friends__________.

A. never want you to be happy

B. engineer bad situations so that they can feel superior

C. have their life perfectly organized

D. can spoil the times when you are feeling good about life

Question 13: The danger of a trophy friend is that __________.

A. he or she will inhibit your social life

B. you may develop unrealistic expectations

C. he or she will push you to be a higher achiever

D. he or she will expect you to become more popular

Question 14: A sisterly friend__________.

A. can be relied on but may be too involved in your life

B. will resent other close friendships in your life

C. will be as close to your family as she is to you

D. will want to go out on dates with you and your new partner

Question 15: According to Barbara, a good friend__________.

A. probably needs to be someone that you see very often

B. tends to ask for your help slightly more than you would like but you tolerate it

C. doesn’t expend too much of your time or energy

D. never puts you in a serious mood

( ( === THE END OF THE LISTENING === ( (
Mark the letter A, B, C, or D on your answer sheet to indicate the word whose underlined part differs from the other three in pronunciation in each of the following questions from 16 to 17.
Question 16: A. exaggerate
     B. exhort
C. exhilaration
D. exhale

Question 17: A. cherish
     B. chaos
C. scholar
D. chorus
Mark the letter A, B, C, or D on your answer sheet to indicate the word that differs from the other three in the position of stress in each of the following questions from 18 to 20.

Question 18: A. legislature
     B. hilarious
C. veterinary
D. intimacy
Question 19: A. catastrophe    B. emergency
C. vulnerable
D. conventional
Question 20: A. influenza
  B. marinade

   C. expertise
                    D. rendezvous  

Mark the letter A, B, C, or D on your answer sheet to indicate the correct answer to each of the following questions from 21 to 34.  

Question 21: _______any other politician would have given way to this sort of pressure years ago.


A. Really
   B. Utterly             
   C. Practically    
       D. Actually

Question 22: If you think you are right, then _____ Don’t let him bully you into changing your mind.
A. kick the bucket      
B. stand your ground        C. hit it off                 
D. give the green light

Question 23: The _____ child is forever asking questions. He’s incredibly curious.


A. acquisitive 
B. exquisite
C. inquisitive  
D. acquitted 

Question 24: _____ is over your head is just an exaggeration.


A. That this entrance exam
B. This entrance exam which


C. When this entrance exam
D. This entrance exam

Question 25: Fred says that his present job does not provide him with enough ________ for his organising ability.

A. capacity
B. space
C. range
D. scope
Question 26: The tenant must be prepared to decorate the property _____ the terms of the agreement. 

   A. in accordance with
B. in relation to
C. with regard to 
D. provided by 

Question 27: _____, he couldn’t solve that mathematical puzzle.


A. As intelligent as was he                                        
B. Intelligent as he was


C. So intelligent was he
D. Although he is intelligent

Question 28: _____, the meeting began.


A. After we have sat down
B. Once we had been sat down


C. All of us having taken the seats
D. Our having seated

Question 29: _____ , he tried to fix the machine.

A. Despite of not being a computer expert
B. In spite of being no computer expert


C. Though no computer expert                                  D. Not being a computer expert notwithstanding     

Question 30: At the end of the broadcast, the TV station received a _________ of complaints.
   A. hurricane  

B. tsunami                  
C. torrent

        D. tornado

Question 31: Oil spills will _______ even the healthiest of marine ecosystem.

A. break ground with     
B. take their toll on
C. play havoc on       D. pay the consequences for
Question 32: That politician never puts what he said into action. He is just good at promising the _____.


A. sky   
B. cloud
   C. sea           
D. earth

Question 33: Mr Wright _____ his vegetables garden very carefully.

A tends
B. grows
C. maintains
D. attends
Question 34: It’s best to meet your problems ________ and solve them before they get worse.


A. head-on
B. eye-on
C. hair-on
D. nose-on
Mark the letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet to indicate the word(s) CLOSEST in meaning to the underlined word(s) in each of the following questions from 35 to 36.

Question 35: Since the 1980s, scientists have noticed a decline in amphibian populations.

A. studied
B. started to work
C. become aware of
D. analysed
Question 36: By any sensible logic, fighting terrorism with war is only counter-productive and in the long run only adds fuel to the fire.

A. improve
B. ameliorate
C. recover
D. exacerbate

Mark the letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet to indicate the word(s) OPPOSITE in meaning to the underlined word(s) in each of the following questions from 37 to 38.
Question 37: Although the prevalent attitude towards tarantulas is one of fear, they actually benefit humans by controlling the insects population.

A. irrelevant
B. immature
C. inessential
D. unpopular
Question 38: My brother is an old hand at fixing household appliances. I'm sure he can help   you.

A. a green hand
B. a blue hand
C. a new hand
D. a red hand

Mark the letter A, B, C, or D on your answer sheet to indicate the sentence that best combines each pair of sentences in the following questions from 39 to 40.

Question 39: She tested positive for Covid-19. She isolated herself to protect other people in her community.

A. Had she tested positive for Covid-19, she would have isolated herself to protect other people in her

 community,

B. Not only did she test positive for Covid-19 but she also isolated herself to protect other people in

 her community.

C. Only when had she tested positive for Covid-19, she isolated herself to protect other people in her

 community.

D. No sooner had she tested positive for Covid-19 than she isolated herself to protect other people in

 her community.

Question 40: My father wants to help me with the assignments. He doesn't have time.

A. If my father had had time, he could help me with the assignments.

B. Provided my father has time, he cannot help me with the assignments.

C. My father wishes he had time so that he could help me with the assignments.

D. If only my father had time, he couldn't help me with the assignments.

Mark the letter A, B, C, or D on your answer sheet to indicate the sentence that is closest in meaning to each of the following questions from 41 to 43.

Question 41: Due to the fact that the demand for tea was very high in the 19th century, its price was astronomical.


A. In the 19th century the price for tea didn’t increase despite the demand.

B. It was its astronomical price which decreased the demand for tea in the 19th century.


C. It was not until the 19th century that the demand for tea started to increase.


D. The demand for tea was so high in the 19th century that its price was enormous.

Question 42: In spite of the recent improvements in the political situation, Nigeria still has a long way to go 

before it returns to full democracy.

A. Although the political situation in Nigeria has never appeared more hopeless, there are still some people who long for a return to full democracy.

B. Following recent developments for the better, Nigeria now looks poised for a return to democracy in the  near future.

C. The political situation in Nigeria has been so bad recently that a return to full democracy appears to be hopeless.

D. Nigeria’s government has changed for the better recently, but they still have a lot to do before complete democracy is achieved.

Question 43: In spite of feeling confident about her university entrance exams, Jane did very poorly.

A. Jane should have done better than she actually did on her university entrance exams.

B. Jane’s confidence in her ability to pass her university entrance exams was not justified by her results.

C. Jane was sure that she would do well when she took her university entrance exams, and indeed her results were quite good.

D. Jane failed her university entrance exams despite being especially well-prepared.

Read the passage and mark the letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet to indicate the correct answer to each of the following questions from 44 to 51.

‘If you’ve finished your exams and have absolutely no idea what to do next, you’re not alone’, says Sheridan Hughes, an occupational psychologist at Career Analysts, a career counseling service. ‘At 18, it can be very difficult to know what you want to do because you don’t really know what you’re interested in.’ Careers guidance, adds Alexis Halliam, one of her colleagues, is generally poor and ‘people can end up in the wrong job and stay there for years because they’re good at something without actually enjoying it’.

To discover what people are good at, and more fundamentally, what they will enjoy doing, Career Analysts give their clients a battery of personality profile questionnaires and psychometric tests. An in-depth interview follows, in which the test results are discussed and different career paths and options are explored with the aid of an occupational psychologist. Career Analysts offers guidance to everyone, from teenagers to retirees looking for a new focus in life. The service sounded just what I need. Dividing my time as I do between teaching and freelance journalism, I definitely need advice about consolidating my career. Being too ancient for Career Analysts’ students career option guidance and not, unfortunately, at the executive level yet, I opted for the career management package. This is aimed at people who are established in their jobs and who either want a change or some advice about planning the next step in their careers.


Having filled in a multitude of personality indicator questionnaires at home, I then spent a rather gruelling morning being aptitude-tested at Career Analysts’ offices. The tests consisted of logical seasoning followed by verbal, mechanical and spatial aptitude papers. Logical seasoning required me to pick out the next shape in a sequence of triangles, squares and oblongs. I tried my best but knew that it was really a lost cause (without success). I fared rather better when it came to verbal aptitude – finding the odd one out in a series of words couldn’t be simpler. My complacency was short-lived, however, when I was confronted with images of levers and pulleys for the mechanical aptitude papers. My mind went blank. I had no idea what would happen to wheel X when string Y was pulled. 

   At home, filling questionnaires, I had been asked to give my instinctive reaction ( not an over-considered one) to statements like: ‘It bothers me if people think I’m being odd or unconventional’ or ‘I like to do my planning alone without interruptions from others. I was asked to agree or disagree on scale of one to five with ‘I often take on impossible odd’, or ‘ it is impossible for me to believe that the chance or luck plays an important role in my life’. I was told to indicate how important I consider status to be in a job, and how important money and material benefits.

   The questions attempt to construct a picture of the complete individual. Using aptitude tests alongside personality profiling, occupational psychologists will, the theory goes, be able to guide a client towards a rewarding, fulfilling career. Some questions are as straightforward as indicating whether or not you would enjoy a particular job. Designing aircraft runways? Preparing legal documents? Playing a musical instrument? Every career going makes an appearance and as I was shown later, the responses tend to form a coherent pattern.

 Having completed my personality and aptitude tests, I sat down with Sheridan Hughes, who asked me fairly searching personal and professional questions. What do my parents and siblings do for a living? Why had I chosen to do an English degree? ‘I need to get a picture of you as a person and how you’ve come to be who you are’, she explained. ‘What we do works because it’s a mixture of science and counseling. We use objective psychometric measures to discover our clients’ natural strengths and abilities and then we talk to them about what they want from life’.

 There were no real surprises in my own test results, nor in the interview that followed it. ‘We’re interested in patterns’, Mrs. Hughes explained’, and the pattern for you is strongly verbal and communicative’. This was putting it rather kindly. I had come out as average on the verbal skills test and below average in logic, numerical, perceptual and mechanical seasoning. My spatial visualization was so bad it was almost off scale. ‘A career in cartography, navigation, tiling or architecture would not be playing to your strengths’, she said delicately.

Mrs. Hughes encouraged me to expand the writing side of my career and gave me honest, practical suggestions as to how I could go about it. ‘Widen the scopes of your articles’, she said. ‘You could develop an interest in medical and psychological fields. ‘These latter, she said, would sit comfortably with an interest in human behaviour indicated on my personality – profiling questionnaires. She suggested that I consider writing e-learning content for online courses, an avenue that would have never occurred to me.

Question 44: What does this passage mainly discuss?
A. Finding our client’s natural strengths and abilities B. What are the best questionnaires for jobs 

C. What are the most popular jobs
D. Finding the career that fits your personality
Question 45: Which of the following is mentioned in the first paragraph?
A. People accepting inappropriate advice

      B. People underestimating their own abilities

C. People being unwilling to take risks

      D. People constantly changing their minds

Question 46: What does the writer say about Career Analysts in the second paragraph?

A. It is about to offer a service for people at executive level.


B. She was initially doubtful that it could be useful to her.

C. Only one of its services was relevant to her.   

D. The range of services it offers is unique.

Question 47:  The word "multitude" in the third paragraph is closest in meaning to ______. 


A. rarity

B. paucity 

C. dearth

D. host

Question 48: What does the writer say about the statements on the questionnaires? 

A. One of them focused on her attitude situation only.

B. One of them focused on her attitude to risks.

C. She found some of them rather strange.


D. She thought about them for longer than she was supposed to.

Question 49: The writer says that the idea behind the questionnaires is that_____.
A. they will encourage people to have new ideas about possible careers.


B. people will find some of the questions quite hard to answer.

C. they will give me a more accurate picture of people than the aptitude tests.
 

D. the answers to them and the aptitude tests will provide all the necessary information.

Question 50: The word "they" in paragraph 6 refers to ______. 


A. measures

B. strengths

C. clients

D. abilities

Question 51: The advice Mrs. Hughes gave to the writer included the suggestion that she should_______.
A. concentrate only on writing and not on any other kind of work.

B. increase the number of subjects she writes about.

C. think about taking a course on writing. 


D. do something she had previously considered unappealing.

Read the passage and mark the letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet to indicate the correct answer to each of the following questions from 52 to 57.
STUDENT LIFE AND TECHNOLOGY

By Debra Mallin, a business student at Greyfort University

Last Saturday, as my grandfather drove me and my sister home from a dinner to celebrate his birthday, he got frustrated at not being able to remember the name of the singer of a song he’d just heard on the radio. Without a second thought, I grabbed my smart phone, searched for the song and found the name, Bob Dylan. For me and my friends, this is a completely natural course of action, but it totally astonished my grandfather, who didn’t understand how I had checked the information so quickly. My sister and I laughed and explained, but afterwards, it made me think about how much I depend on technology. 

The list of the ways I use technology is endless: writing, planning, socializing, communicating and shopping, to name but a few. When I reflected on its impact on my education, I saw that, for my fellow students and I, technology has been significant in many ways. Returning to the story of my grandfather and the smart phone, he had asked me more about how I used it and about university life. He said he thought we had an easy life compared to previous generations. My sister caught my eye and we exchanged a smile. But whereas she was thinking our grandfather was just being a typical 65-year-old, I could see his point. 

Not only are we lucky enough to have the same educational benefits as those of previous generations, we have so many more as well. We still have walk-in libraries available to us, and I can see why some students choose to find and use resources in these distraction-free locations. However, the only option for studying used to be sitting in these libraries with many books from your reading list as you could find, yet now a single search for your chosen study topic online can immediately provide access to a huge range of resources. At universities, interaction between students and university staff is another area that has changed considerably with developments in technology. We can have face-to-face time with our tutors when we need it, and also communicate using our electronic gadgets from the comfort of our homes, or on the bus. The most popular means of doing this is via instant messaging or social media – email is often considered too slow, and it has become unacceptable for messages to be unanswered for any length of time. While this puts an extra strain on the university’s academic support team, who usually have to answer the queries as they come in, we students are greatly benefitted. 

It’s important that we remember to appreciate how much the advances in technology have given us. Electronic devices such as tablets, smart phones, and laptops are now standard equipment in most classrooms and lecture halls, and why shouldn’t they be? The replacement of textbooks with tablets allows students the luxury of having up-to-date, interactive and even personalized learning materials, with the added benefit of them not costing the earth. 

When we compare the student life of the past and that of the present day, it is tempting to focus on the obvious differences when it comes to technology. In actual fact, students are doing what they’ve always done: embracing the resources available and adapting them in ways which allow them to work more efficiently and to live more enjoyably. The pace of change in technology continuously gathers speed, so we have to value each innovation as it happens. 

Question 52:  What does the writer illustrate by describing the incident in the car?
A. the older generation’s frustration at people’s dependence on technology

B. how unaware young people are of some effects of technology

C. the difference in attitudes to technology between two generations

D. how technology helps different generations communicate

Question 53:  What did the writer think of her grandfather’s comment, mentioned in the second paragraph?

A. It showed how out-of-date he was. 

B. It had an element of truth in it. 

C. It was an annoying thing to say. 

D. It made her feel sorry for him. 

Question 54:  What does the writer say about getting study resources from libraries?
A. She considers libraries more preferable places for study than homes. 

B. She cannot understand why anyone chooses to go to a library now. 

C. She appreciates the fact that people can still study in libraries if they want to. 

D. She thinks libraries are limited by the quantity of resources they can store. 

Question 55:  What disadvantages of new technology does the writer mention in the third paragraph?
A. Those who can afford the best gadgets gain an unfair advantage. 

B. Sometimes slow internet connections make communication difficult. 

C. A heavier workload is created for teaching staff at the university. 

D. Students cannot escape from dealing with university issues. 

Question 56:  What is the purpose of the question “why shouldn’t they be?” in the fourth paragraph?
A. to express an opinion

B. to introduce some problems

C. to make a criticism

D. to indicate uncertainty

Question 57:  What is the writer’s conclusion about students today in the final paragraph?
A. They have such different lives to previous generations that it’s unwise to compare them. 

B. They deal better with changes than previous generations did. 

C. They take advantage of new resources more quickly then previous generations did. 

D. They are behaving in a similar way to previous generations of students. 
Mark the letter A, B, C, or D on your answer sheet to indicate the underlined part that needs correction in each of the following questions from 58 to 62. 

Question 58: Abraham Lincoln's boyhood home resembled that of many other mid-western pioneers with its dirt floor, sleeping loft, and crude fireplace.

A. dirt floor

         B. that


  C. boyhood home
        D. crude fireplace.

Question 59: Cell membrane, when exposing to electrical impulses, can absorb medicine.

A. can absorb
B. electrical
C. exposing
D. Cell membrane

Question 60: In outer space, spacecraft can be maneuvered by means small steering rockets.

A. can be maneuvered   B. by means
C. steering
D. In 

Question 61: Contemporary film directors, some of them write scripts for, act in, and even produce their own motion pictures, are thereby assuming ever more control of their art.

A. thereby assuming
B. Contemporary
C. them
D. act in

Question 62: The keynote speaker started with some complementary remarks about the organisers of the conference, and then proceeded with her speech.


A. The keynote speaker
B. complementary remarks C. organisers
D. proceeded

Read the following passage and mark the letter A, B, C, or D on your answer sheet to indicate the correct word or phrase that best fits each of the numbered blanks from 63 to 70.

The most successful entrepreneurs are those who predict the needs of the future earlier than the competition. No new business start-up is without risk, but the benefits can be (63) _________. Inventions such as the automobile, the internet and the iPad were all initially (64) _________ with a high degree of criticism, so it is important to maintain the belief that anything is possible! Below are just a few of the business ideas expected to be successful in the future. 

Travelling to space used to be possible only for governments or large aerospace companies. This is no longer the case, however, and several private companies have planned tourist missions (65) _________ space which are going to take place in the next few years. Consulting firm Futron Corporation predict that the space tourism industry will be (66) _________ $1.3 billion and have more than 25,000 customers in the next five to ten years. Space tourism pioneer Peter Diamandis also (67) _________ that space hotels are going to be big business, with companies from around the world already working on such projects. Not everyone, (68) _________, is as convinced about the prospect of space tourism. Jeffrey Jones, a member of the Center for Space Medicine at Baylor College, warns that even a short journey into space could (69) _________ serious health problems for tourists of average or poor health. 

Another idea comes from a company in New Zealand called Martin Aircraft. They have produced the first commercially available jetpack, which they plan to start selling next year. Initially, they will be sold to shops and cost approximately $150,000. The craft will work for short trips only, (70) _________ 30 minutes, and manage speeds of up to 74 kph and an altitude of 914 m. The CEO of the company, Peter Coker, notes that, as well as being used by the rich for pleasure, they could also be useful in search-and-rescue operations. 








(Adapted from: Mindset for IELTS – Level 2) 

Question 63. A. calculable 

B. indispensable 
C. immeasurable
D. determinable 

Question 64. A. seen 


B. met 


C. viewed

D. glanced 


Question 65. A. by


B.  of


C. from 

D. into

Question 66. A. profit

B. value 

C. worth 

D. rank

Question 67. A. predictable 

B. predicts 

C. prediction 

D. predictably

Question 68. A. however 

B. in addition 

C. as a result 

D. therefore

Question 69. A. force 

B. result 

C. lead 

D. cause 

Question 70. A. approximately 
B. inevitably 

C. practically
 
D. partially 

-----------------------------------------------

B. PHẦN TỰ LUẬN (30 điểm)

Part I. Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence, using the word given. Do not change the word given. You must use NO MORE THAN SIX WORDS, including the words given in capital. (15 pts)

1. Mark is so ambitious- he’s determined that he’ll be successful in the company. 

MARK

(  Mark is determined to _______________________________________________in the company. 

2. It’s difficult for a poorly performing company to make a profit. 



TURN
(  If a company is performing poorly, it’s difficult ____________________________________one. 

3. I thought very hard but couldn’t remember the answer.




 RACKED

(  I _______________________ to remember the answer. 

4. In my opinion, it was an absolute miracle that they survived the accident. 

SHORT
( The fact that they survived the accident was _______________________________, in my opinion.

5. By the end of the meeting, the committee had agreed on the next step. 


REACHED
( By the end of the committee meeting, an __________________________________what to do next. 

6. Some improvements will have to be made if you want to pass this exam.                          SOCKS
( You will have ____________________________________________ if you want to pass this exam. 

7. I really admire you for your achievements.                                                                          HAT
( I take ________________________________________________________ for your achievements. 

8. I advised John not too buy such an old car, but he ignored me.         


  EAR
(  I told John it wasn’t a good idea to buy such an old car, but _____________________ to my advice. 

9. Although the couple are getting old, they do not need anyone to care for them. 

 FEND
(The elderly couple _________________________________________________________their age.

10. My mom’s not happy with me at all because she heard me swearing. 
   BOOKS
 ( I am __________________________________________________ because she heard me swearing.

Part II. Write an essay of about 200-250 words on the following topic (15 pts.):


Some people think that a sense of competition in children should be encouraged. Others believe that children who are taught to co-operate rather than compete become more useful adults.


Discuss both views and give your own opinion.

---------THE END ---------
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